The Final Peace Efforts
pretext invoked in the German ultimatum to Belgium,
drafted by Moltke as early as July 26th.
Finally, the Chancellor put forward the proposal which
he presented to the British ambassador as his constant
personal desire: a treaty with Great Britain. "An assur-
ance of British neutrality in the conflict to which the
present crisis may give rise/5 he said, "would put him in
a position to contemplate for the future a general neutrality
agreement between the two countries." But he imme-
diately added: "it goes without saying that it would be
premature to discuss the details of such an understanding
at the present moment."(i)
Sir Edward Goschen did not lead the German Chancel-
lor to expect any favourable reply from the Foreign
Office to this communication, and he was well advised.
Sir Eyre Crowe, the Assistant Permanent Under-Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs, regarded the German
Chancellor's offer as "an astounding proposal, discredit-
able to the statesman who makes it." He deduced from
it that Germany actually intended to violate Belgian
neutrality, and that if she was prepared to respect Dutch
neutrality, it was only for the purpose of keeping the
important channel of Rotterdam and the Rhine open for
German imports. Moreover Crowe gathered from the
German Chancellor's proposal the impression that Ger-
many was bent upon war, and that the only consideration
which had hitherto restrained her was her fear of British
intervention in support of France and Belgium. This
German proposal, which Sir Edward Grey's assistant
regarded as "astounding," was stigmatized by Asquith*
the British Prime Minister, as "infamous."